
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Criminal Problem Solving Court (PSC) Programs * Attorney Version Guide * 
All Criminal PSC Candidates Must Be Probation Eligible 

Must have: An identifiable drug 
addiction, meet standard risk assessment 
criteria and be identified as high risk/high 
need.  
 

If there are additional treatment needs 
(i.e. Mental Health) the program will 
need to determine whether or not those 
needs can be addressed in the program. 
Defendants who are on a narcotics 
regiment are ineligible.  

Parties in a case may request that the court refer a defendant to a PSC program for consideration and screening if  
they believe  the defendant meets basic criteria. Referral to a PSC program is at the discretion of the judge.  
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Recovery Court Screen 

(Two-Tracks: ACDC and HEALS) 
Domestic Violence Court Screen Veterans Trauma Court Screen Driving Under the Influence 

Court Screen 

Must have: charges and criminal history 
related to drug addiction and reside in 
the 4

th
 Judicial District 

Defendants Ineligible:  Former 
participant of any PSC, crimes of violence 
convictions, supplying minors, high level 
of dealing or manufacturing charges (DF1, 
DF2, DF3), sex offender, charges or prior 
convictions involving death, charges 
involving SBI or high level violence, high 
level fraud or theft operations, 1

st
 or 2

nd
 

degree assault charges, or DV charges 
alleging strangulation, stalking, or killing 
or injury to a pet or animal 
 

Must have: A service connected 
trauma that has been previously 
documented or can be 
documented (i.e. PTSD, TBI, 
anxiety or other related military 
related military trauma disorder) 
and meet standard risk 
assessment criteria 

 

Must have: An identifiable 
substance dependence diagnosis, 
meet standard risk assessment 
criteria, and be identified as high 
risk/ high need. 
 
 

If there are additional treatment 
needs (i.e. Mental Health) the 
program will need to determine 
whether or not those needs can 
be addressed in the program 
 

 

Must have: An identifiable pattern of 
Domestic Violence and meet standard 
risk assessment criteria Domestic 
Violence Screen Index score of 10 or 
more). 
 
 

If there are additional treatment needs 
(i.e. Substance Abuse, Mental Health, 
etc…) the program will need to 
determine whether or not those needs 
can be addressed in the program 
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Must have: Low level felony or 
misdemeanor charge(s)  

 

Defendants Ineligible:                             
Sex offense charges, felony 
crimes involving injury to a child 
or DV charge that alleges stalking 
 

 

Must have: Significant Domestic 
Violence (DV) criminal history, multiple 
arrests for DV offenses (two or more) 
and generally been unsuccessful on 
probation in the past 
May also include: Cases were children 
were involved as victims or witnesses in 
a DV offense, defendants with a history 
of DV probation failures, or who have 
committed new DV offense while on DV 
probation supervision  
Defendant Ineligible: Significant non-DV 
criminal history or Alford plea disposition 

Must have: Three (3) or more 
previous DUI convictions and a 
new felony DUI charge is 
pending. Cases that meet the 
above criteria should be referred 
to the DUI court, unless there are 
aggravators (see below) 

Aggravators may include: Higher 
felony charges, vehicular 
assault/homicide, serious 
accident, or significant criminal 
history 

 

 

 

Must have a new Felony DUI 
charge pending. 
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Self-reported or known drug addiction 

 

 

 
Two or more Domestic Violence (DV) 

charges. New charges must be DV 
related 

 

 

 

 

Served in the Military (active 
duty or veteran) and have a 

service related trauma 

 

Indicated military 

service related trauma 

Driving Under the 

Influence criminal history 

Domestic Violence 

criminal history 

Indicated drug 

addiction  
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Use of the Fourth Judicial District Criminal Problem Solving Court Program(s) Attorney Guide 
Step 1: The first step is to identify primary concerns/needs that apply to the defendant’s current situation and whether those needs apply to any of the “Initial 
Screening Indicator(s)” listed on the Criminal Problem Solving Court Program(s) Attorney Guide.  Additionally, all Criminal Problem Solving Court candidates 
must be probation eligible.  
Step 2: If one or multiple initial screening indicator applies to the defendant’s situation, review the legal screening criteria for the corresponding PSC program. If 
the defendant does not appear to meet legal criteria, this may be an indication that the defendant does not meet basic criminal PSC criteria.   
Step 3: If the defendant appears to meet legal screening criteria, review the clinical screening criteria for the corresponding PSC program.  This section is 
intended to provide information regarding the most basic clinical screening criteria for each PSC program.  Prior to being accepted into a Criminal Problem 
Solving Court, the Problem Solving Court Team will either conduct an assessment or review assessment information to determine whether a defendant meets 
clinical criteria.  
Step 4: If the defendant appears to meet basic criteria, attorneys, probation officers or defendants may request that the court refer a defendant to a PSC 
program for consideration and screening. Referral to a PSC program is at the discretion of the judge. Defendants should only be screened for consideration into 
one PSC program identified to best meet their needs, at any given time. 

 

REFERRAL PROCESS(S) OVERVIEW BY CRIMINAL PSC PROGRAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recovery Court (ACDC/HEALS) 
Referral Process 

 

*Referral should occur after 
plea and prior to sentencing, or 

upon facing revocation of 
probation 

 

1.The Court will schedule the 
defendant for Recovery Court 
Orientation, generally on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month at 1:30pm. Screening 
occurs during orientation. 

2.Schedule sentencing in District 
Court Division. Set 4 weeks out if 
no PSIR is ordered. Set 8 weeks 
out if PSIR is ordered.  

3. If accepted, defendants are 
generally sentenced to 3 years of 
probation with completion of 
Recovery Court as a condition 
and discretion to probation to 
request early termination upon 
successful completion of 
program. The recovery team 
determines which track a 
defendant is placed (i.e. HEALS 
or ACDC). 

 

Domestic Violence (DV) 

Court Referral Process 
 

*Referral should occur prior to 
plea and sentencing, or upon 

facing revocation of probation 
 

1.The Court will schedule the 
defendant for a Domestic 
Violence Court Appearance 
date a minimum of 4 weeks 
away on a Tuesday at 3:00pm. 

2.The referring Court will set a 
date for a Return Appearance 
in the referring division 
sometime after the DV Court 
Appearance date. Defendant 
observes and is screened for 
DV Court. 

3. If accepted and the defendant 
wishes to participate, the 
referring Court is notified and 
the defendant’s plea or 
admission is taken in the 
referring division. The case is 
set for sentencing in DV Court 
and sentence imposed in DV 
Court.  

 

Driving Under the Influence (DUI) 
Court Referral Process 

 

*Referral should occur prior to plea 
and sentencing 

 

1.When it is determined that an 
individual has been charged with a 
felony DUI and probation is an 
option, individuals are generally 
referred to the DUI court, unless 
there are aggravators to their case.  

2.A PSIR or Alcohol Evaluation should 
not be triggered by the referring 
division.  

3.The referring court will schedule a 
Pre-Trial Conference on the next 
business Monday at 1:30pm in DUI 
Court.  

4.DUI Court will trigger an alcohol 
evaluation and screening will occur 
upon receipt of the evaluation. This 
process takes approximately 6 
weeks. If rejected, District Court 
cases are sent back to the referring 
Division.  

 

 

Veterans Trauma Court (VTC) 
Referral Process  

*Felony referrals should be transferred no later than 
the resolution of the preliminary hearing issue or 

upon facing revocation of probation. County 
referrals should be referred pre-plea or upon facing 

revocation of probation 
1.For felonies, VTC screening is done by a single 

transfer of the case.  Potential VTC cases meeting 
minimum criteria are transferred to Div. 4.  VTC 
DDA’s will then evaluate the case and either 
dispose of the case with a VTC offer or dispose of 
the case as part of Div. 4’s normal criminal docket. 
Make sure no deadlines are set at the time of 
transfer, and Jury Trial must be waived. Referring 
Court sets two dates, one for Briefing in VTC on the 
1st or 3rd Monday, in S270, at 8:30am and a first 
appearance in Div. 4 any Thursday at 11:00am. 

2.For County Court, VTC is a sentencing option on 
misdemeanor cases.  Referring court sets a date for 
defendant to attend VTC Briefing in S270 (1st or 3rd 
Monday). Referring court also sets a sentencing 
date in the referring division.  DA’s office will 
advise referring Court’s DDA if defendant is going 
to be given a VTC offer. At sentencing, sentence to 
minimum 2 years of Probation with the condition 
of completing all VTC requirements. 

 


