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Letter from      
   the Editor

“I wasn’t actually in love, but I felt a sort of tender curiosity.”

“Let us learn to show our friendship for a man which is alive and not 
after he is dead.”

“I like large parties.  They’re so intimate.  At small parties, there isn’t 
any privacy.”

“People disappeared, reappeared, made plans to go somewhere, and 
then lost each other, searched for each other, found each other a few 
feet away.”

 -Memorable lines from The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald

Have you purchased your ticket to the Gatsby Gala yet? 

Saturday, March 14th is the 17th annual Gala hosted by the El Paso 
County Bar Foundation.  The Gala is a unique opportunity in our 
legal community for lawyers and their partners to socialize in 
an informal setting.  This year’s Gala at The Club at Flying Horse 
features dining and dancing against a beautiful mountain range 
backdrop and promises to be another special evening to remember.  
The recipient of the Founder’s Award will be announced during 
the festivities.  Photos from last year’s event are posted on the 
Foundation website at www.elpasocountybar.org/Bar-Foundation.

In addition to providing an opportunity to connect with your 
colleagues, the Gala also provides an opportunity to support your 

...
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Lisa M. Dailey
Editor

Letter from      
   the Editor

local Bar Foundation.  As the charitable arm of The El Paso County 
Bar Association, the Foundation was established in 2002 to promote 
knowledge of the law; improve the administration of justice and the 
delivery of legal services; assist in providing legal services to those 
who are unable to afford them; and provide scholarships and grants 
consistent with these purposes.  One hundred and three attorneys, 
shown on page 9, contributed $1,000 each to establish the fund which 
has grown to more than $350,000.   Sponsorships and a portion of 
each dinner ticket fund the Foundation’s annual grant awards.

For the past couple of years, the largest grant recipient has been 
The Justice Center whose mission to decrease the gap to access to 
justice and legal services is closely aligned with the mission of the 
Bar Foundation.  The scholarship applicants this past year were 
exceptional. See page 8 in this issue for Foundation Board Member 
Matt Niznik’s recap of the most recent scholarship awards.

I hope to see you at the Gala!

My best, 

...
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Message from the President

“Big f***s small always, actually. There is a fight going on out there 
between big and small. Big will f*** small.” - Alfie Solomons from Peaky 

Blinders.

In typical crude Peaky Blinders style, this quote of Alfie Solomons 
expresses better than any other I’ve heard a reality of commercial 
litigation: Big attempts to crush Small. More powerful economic parties 
often try to beat down weaker opponents with excessive litigation. 
Big believes it can spend Small into the ground. Big tries to make it so 
expensive that Small simply can’t afford to handle a year of discovery 
disputes (and respond to numerous motions) and have enough left in the 
tank to actually try the case.  

In my opinion, the prime area of abuse is discovery, which is usually 
the most expensive part of commercial litigation. Many times, I’ve seen 
Big engage in unnecessary, time-consuming and expensive discovery 
battles, extensive written discovery requests and as many depositions 
as possible in an obvious attempt to batter and wear down Small. That 
tactic is wrong, and we should not stand for it. This is one of the key 
reasons when we were drafting The Expectations, we included point #5: 
Don’t use discovery to beat down the other side.

The rule change which presumptively limits written discovery requests 
and depositions was a good start to curbing abuse. I applaud efforts by 
judges to promptly handle discovery disputes and to prevent abusive 
conduct during discovery. Judge David Miller’s standing order on 
discovery comes to mind. I find it extremely helpful when judges do 

...
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Message from the President

not allow litigants to file motions to compel without first scheduling a 
quick telephone conference or informal status conference in an attempt 
to efficiently handle discovery disputes.  I also find it very helpful when 
judges make it clear discovery abuse will not be tolerated and attorney 
fees will be awarded against any party engaging in discovery abuse. 

It is understandable that judges do not like getting involved in discovery 
disputes, but it must be done in order to protect against discovery 
abuse. In my experience, it is pretty easy to distinguish a good-faith 
discovery dispute regarding a limited matter from one party engaging in 
discovery warfare. It is counterproductive when judges bring in litigants 
and simply fuss at both sides for “not getting along” and for having 
discovery disputes. When that occurs, Big’s attorney walks out of the 
courtroom the ‘’winner.” The discovery warfare continues. There must 
be consequences when parties use discovery to bludgeon opponents. 

It is my hope and desire that here in El Paso County, Colorado, we’ll take 
pride in efficiently handling cases, in not attempting to use economic 
power to take unfair advantage of others and in not putting up with 
folks who attempt to use discovery to beat down the other side. 

  

  

  

  

Jeff Weeks
President
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THE EXPECTATIONS

1. Be honorable – in everything.

2. Be courteous – to everyone.

3. Confer for real before filing a motion.

4. Get to the heart of the dispute. Now.

5. Don’t use discovery to beat down the other side.

6. Don't waste your client's money.

7. Cooperate with your opposing attorney whenever possible.

8. Don't personally attack your opposing attorney.

9. Avoid the sanctions request trigger-finger.

10. Be brief.

11. Be the speaker of the truth.

12. Enjoy the practice of law.

13. Help your adversary enjoy the practice of law, too

14. Don't take yourself too seriously.
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Non-profit and Pro Bono

SPOTLIGHT
El Paso County Bar Foundation Scholarships Awarded 

For the past seventeen years, the El Paso County Bar Foundation has awarded 
the Ben Wendelken Scholarship for Men and the Ruth Rouss Scholarship for 
Women to law students attending the University of Denver Sturm College of 
Law and the University of Colorado Law School.  

The Ben Wendelken Scholarship for Men is funded and sponsored by the El 
Pomar Foundation and the Viola Vestal Coulter Foundation.  It is named 
in honor of the late Ben Wendelken, one of the most prominent lawyers in 
the history of the El Paso County Bar, and a Trustee of and Counsel to the El 
Pomar Foundation.  The Ruth Rouss Scholarship for Women is sponsored by the Joseph Henry Edmondson Foundation 
and is named for the late Ruth Rouss, a matriarch of the Bar Association and a founder and President of the Edmondson 
Foundation.  

The scholarships are awarded based upon the following criteria: financial need; character; academic ability and achievement; 
educational and career objectives; civic and social responsibility activities; connections to the Pikes Peak region, and time 
of residence in the Pikes Peak region and any aspiration or intentions to return to the region.

The El Paso County Bar Foundation is pleased to announce that this year the scholarships have been awarded to the 
following recipients:

Ben Wendelken Scholarship for Men totaling $10,000:

• Perdeep Badhesha (2020/CU)  $3,000.00
• David Law (2021/DU)                $3,000.00
• Charles Simon (2022/CU)  $1,000.00
• David Willner (2021/CU)  $3,000.00
 
The El Paso County Bar Foundation thanks the El Pomar Foundation, the Viola Vestal Coulter Foundation, and the Joseph 
Henry Edmondson Foundation for their longtime support of the scholarships.  

Ruth Rouss Scholarship for Women totaling $10,000:

• Megan Burnett (2022/DU)  $3,000.00
• Nichole Burnett (2020/CU)  $3,000.00
• Leah Fugere (2020/CU)  $3,000.00
• Victoria Venzor (2022/CU)  $1,000.00

Matt A. Niznik
Sparks Willson PC
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Deborah R. Adams
Derry Beach Adams

Jack K. Agee
Howard J. Alpern
William R. Aman

Robert J. Anderson
Caroline M. Benham

Peter W. Booth
Kent H. Borges

Robert D. Briggle
G. Scott Briggs

Rebecca S. Bromley
Michael R. Bromley
William K. Brown

John T. Bruce
Bruce T. Buell

Deanne M. Cain Fischlein
Donald E. Campbell
Susan D. Campbell

Joe A. Cannon
James R. Chadderdon

Ellen J. Chestnutt
Wilton W. "Buster" Cogswell, III

James G. Colvin, II
Keith F. Cross

Thomas R. Cross
Gary F. Dailey
Lisa M. Dailey

Bobby Lane Daniel
James B. Day

Jack E. Donley
Jerry A. Donley
James C. Duve
Mary W. Evans
E. Steven Ezell

Lindsay E. Fischer

Edward H. Flitton, III
In Memory of Jack W. Foutch

John N. Franklin
Jane E. Freeman
Larry R. Gaddis

John F. Gallagher
Patricia Germer-Coolidge

Edward A. Gleason
Andrew C. Gorgey

Thomas D. Gresham
Melanie D. Guldman

Paul H. Haller
J. Donald Haney
Thomas J. Herd

Alan Higbie
Irving Howbert
William J. Hybl

Kenneth A. Jaray
David M. Johnson
Scott W. Johnson

In Memory of HayDen W. Kane 
     by Betty Kane
Phillip A. Kendall

James W. Kin
Sandy F. Kraemer

Clifton B. Kruse, Jr.
Howard J. "Jake" Kunstle

Patric J. LeHouillier
Richard V. Lohman
Carol S. Matoush

Blakemore McCarty
C. David McDermott

Don H. Meinhold
Justin R. Melat
G. David Miller

Robert A. Millman

David C. Mize
Lori M. Moore

Howard Morrison
J. Stephen Mullen
Steven U. Mullens
Steven K. Mulliken

James A. Mundt
Norman A. Palermo
Glenn S. Pressman
Cynthia M. Pring

Matt M. Railey
Jerry A. Retherford
Lee K. Rosenbaum
Glenn H. Schlabs

Catherine Anne Seal
David L. Shakes

Timothy J. Simmons
Jeanne M. Smith
Kenneth Sparks

In Memory of Robert L. Spurgeon 
     by Devon M. & Alison A. 

Spurgeon
In Memory of W. Allen Spurgeon 

     by Devon M. & Alison A. 
Spurgeon

Kim B. Stogner
Dan D. Stuart

Peter M. Susemihl
John W. Suthers

Norman R. Thom
Gerald G. Tolley
James B. Turner

Douglas A. Weddell
Raymond E. Wilder
W. Andrew Wills, II

Stephanie H. Yukawa
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On January 13, 2020, the Colorado Supreme Court decided 
a case that the family law community has been anticipating 
for more than a year: In re the Parental Responsibilities 
Concerning W.C., 2020 CO 2. The Court resolved a lingering 
question over whether a trial court has jurisdiction to rule 
on a motion to modify a parenting time order when that 
order has been challenged on appeal. 

The trial court entered a parenting time order that gave the 
mother majority parenting time and sole decision-making. 
The father appealed that order. Then, alleging changed 
circumstances, the father sought modification of the same 
order in the trial court. The trial court concluded that it 
lacked jurisdiction to hear father’s motion because the 
appeal vested exclusive jurisdiction in the Court of Appeals 
over issues material to the appeal. 

A Division of the Court of Appeals disagreed. In a published 
opinion, that Division determined that the trial court had 
jurisdiction to modify the previous order if the father’s 
motion alleged facts that arose subsequent to the filing of 
the appeal. That Division recognized that domestic cases 
are different from other civil cases because parenting time 
orders are subject to modification based on new facts, 
whereas most civil judgments are not subject to continuous 
future modification. Thus, the Division reasoned, while the 
Court of Appeals considered whether the trial court erred in 
its original order, the trial court could still issue a new order 
based on new facts. 

The Supreme Court disagreed. It held that the appeal 

divests the trial court of jurisdiction over issues material 
to the appeal absent a specific grant of jurisdiction from 
the legislature. And it held that the applicable statutes do 
not grant concurrent jurisdiction to the trial and appellate 
courts. 

The Colorado Supreme Court was motivated primarily by 
“vital pragmatic considerations.” Those considerations are 
the efficient use of judicial resources and the prevention of 

COURTS
From the

COLORADO SUPREME COURT ROLLS BACK CONCURRENT JURISDICTION

...

Colorado Springs 
Judicial Alternatives, Inc.

Focused on Mediation of Complex Commercial, 
Business, Real Estate, Probate, Employment, 

Construction and Contract Matters

On-Site Free Parking
Settlement Conference Rooms

2630 Tenderfoot Hills St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

Louie V. Larimer, JD/MBA

719.440.6410
louie@louielarimer.com

www.csJudicialAlternatives.com
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confusion. From a use of resources perspective, the Court 
of Appeals could be issuing opinions that are rendered 
moot by the trial court’s subsequent actions. Alternatively, 
the Court of Appeals could be rendering advisory opinions 
(a practice that runs contrary to generations of American 
jurisprudence) if it is resolving disputes over orders that no 
longer exist.  

The Court also addressed the problem of confusion: if the 
Court of Appeals and trial court issue contradictory rulings 
(e.g., if the Court of Appeals affirms the trial court’s ruling, 
but the trial court modifies the order), it may not be clear 
which order governs the parties’ conduct. And when the 
order defines the conduct of parents and the location of 
children on any given day, the clarity of orders matters. 

W.C. leaves some lingering questions, however. The first, 
and perhaps most important, is how trial courts should 
handle a motion to restrict a parent’s time if the parenting 
time order is on appeal. Colorado law allows a parent to 
bring an emergency motion if a child is in imminent danger, 
and the trial court has the authority to restrict a parent’s 
time. This is, in effect, at least a temporary modification of a 
previous parenting time order. And such an action, brought 
during an appeal, carries the same risks about which the 
Court was concerned in W.C. Indeed, by the time the 
appellate court renders an opinion on the underlying order, 
the facts on the ground may have changed and a parent’s 
time may be different. Thus, the same issues with efficiency 
and confusion exist in these emergent situations. And the 
statute authorizing emergency orders does not authorize 
concurrent appellate jurisdiction. 

On the other hand, however, orders restricting parenting 
time are often temporary and arise, by definition, to resolve 
emergencies. They cannot wait for the deliberative appellate 
process. And, moreover, if an appeal were to oust the trial 
court of jurisdiction to hear an emergency motion to 
restrict, a party would have a perverse incentive to open 
the appellate process and keep it open as long as possible 
to prevent the trial court from addressing parenting time 

emergencies. Because the W.C. case did not raise this issue, 
factually, the Court explicitly dodged the issue. 
W.C. also does not resolve clearly whether motions to 
modify child support or spousal maintenance based on 
changed circumstances may be brought pending an appeal 
of a previous order. These issues, too, may be distinguishable 
from parenting time orders. If a party believes the trial court 
was wrong in any financial order, that party can appeal that 
order. And then if circumstances change, the party may 
move to modify the order going forward. In such a case, the 
movant may argue that his or her situation is qualitatively 
different from a parenting time modification because the 
appeal is backward-facing only, while the modification is 
forward-looking only. The appeal and modification may, 
thus, be fundamentally different and immaterial to one 
another, and the dangers of inconsistency and confusion are 
mitigated in such a situation. One can imagine, however, 
courts reasoning along the lines of W.C. and requiring 
litigants to pick only one process: appeal or modification? 

The resolution to these specific questions may be resolved 
by the court system through additional appellate litigation. 
Indeed, it is almost certain that lawyers and Courts will 
have to work to answer these lingering questions. It is 
also possible, however, that the Colorado legislature could 
change the jurisdictional picture by granting concurrent 
jurisdiction explicitly, as it has in other situations. For 
example, the Children’s Code has at least one instance where 
the trial and appellate courts have concurrent jurisdiction. 
So even if continued litigation cannot solve some of these 
problems for Colorado families, maybe lobbying and 
legislative action can. 

COLORADO SUPREME COURT ROLLS BACK CONCURRENT JURISDICTION

Joel is a family lawyer at Dailey Law, 
P.C., where he specializes in appeals, 
post-decree, contested custody, and 
divorce cases. He can be reached at 
joel@lisamdailey.com or 
(719) 473-0884.

 

mailto:joel%40lisamdailey.com?subject=
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This month’s The Rector Scale reproduces verbatim a late-
night commercial I saw recently, tucked in somewhere 
between the class action solicitations for injury-inducing 
baby powder and mesothelioma, which I’ve finally learned 
how to pronounce…

(musical introduction – Emerson, Lake, and Palmer song 
– “Welcome back, my friends to the show that never ends; 
We're so glad you could attend. Come inside! Come inside!” 
TV pitchman then appears on the screen.)

“How many times has this happened to you? You are an 
attorney with a case scheduled for trial, and for months 
you have to go through the drudgery of taking depositions, 
interviewing witnesses, and preparing exhibits? No fun, 
huh?

Hi, legal types! I’m Mel Practice, a nationally known 
attorney and self-promoter. You may remember me from 
my background work on the O.J. Simpson and Lorena 
Bobbitt trials, and my recent work with the Houston Astros 
coaching staff. Remember the saying that ‘If you have the 
facts on your side, pound the facts; if you have the law on 
your side, pound the law; if you have neither on your side, 
pound the table.’? I created that saying!

I’ve spent years teaching lawyers how to use obfuscation, 
false equivalency, and outright lies when prosecuting a trial, 
and now I’ve developed Trial-B-Gone, a new self-study 
program for attorneys that will revolutionize your trial 
practice by eliminating the need for discovery and even trial 
testimony.

I’m sure many of you over the years have become frustrated 
with all the aspects of trial work that make it so time 
consuming. Serving subpoenas on hard-to-find witnesses. 

Requesting documents from the other side that then 
somehow disappear. Being gouged by paying exorbitant fees 
up front for expert witnesses. Having a trial vacated because 
the judge just isn’t in the mood. I know; I used to be you. 

Finally I’ve learned that the secret to effective trial work is 
the realization that the jury is just going to do what it wants 
to do anyway, so why waste your time on all those pesky 
facts and legal arguments? Conducting a lengthy trial is 
unnecessary with Trial-B-Gone.

I was inspired to create this system by some of the greats 
from history who have learned to streamline the trial 
process, and in the program materials, I share them with 
you. First you’ll learn to master discovery by employing 
techniques used by Torquemada, the Grand Inquisitor of 
Spain. Believe me, nothing elicits a confession quicker than 
floggings or the Iron Maiden! 

Next, I’ll explain in detail how Cotton Mather perfected the 
pre-trial fact-finding process during the Salem Witch Trials 
through the effective use of the dunking stool, and how to 
merge that concept with waterboarding. 

But with Trial-B-Gone you won’t just be confined to 
medieval motivational devices. I include the 20th century 
show trial stylings as perfected by Uncle Joe Stalin, the 
second greatest Russian dictator of all time, and those of 
Roland Friesler of Germany and Pol Pot from Cambodia. 
See how you achieve a quick end to the tedium of answering 
interrogatories when you have a quick end to the person 
answering the interrogatories! The People’s Court was never 
like this!

By the time you finally get to the trial materials, through a 
clever procedure I call “ignoring all legal process”, 

TRIAL-B-GONE

The Rector Scale

...



any evidence you choose to present will be only that which 
you choose, thereby avoiding nasty confrontational legal 
issues such as objections over relevancy or embarrassing 
cross-examination of your client. 

My system has been praised by attorneys ranging from 
Washington D.C. to Washington, D.C. Here’s a letter from 
a particularly happy customer, a legislator from one of our 
southern states. He writes: ‘Dear Mel, I’ve recently employed 
your Trial-B-Gone method to conduct a trial without 
allowing the introduction of any evidence, including no 
testimony from witnesses. The entire matter went quickly 
and was resolved in days in my favor, just as I vowed that 
it would. I heartily endorse your program for use by any 
legal advocate, even if they’ve taken an oath to uphold the 
principles of the U.S. Constitution. Best regards, MM.’

But wait! If you act now, I’ll throw in without charge my 
Trial-B-Gone guidelines for speeding up bench trials. You’ll 
learn via the delightful lyrics to The Beatles’ Maxwell’s 
Silver Hammer not only how do dispense with disagreeable 
classmates and teachers, but just as readily dispensing with 

the judge presiding at the trial. 

Finally, for the first one hundred lawyers who order within 
the next hour, I’ll throw in an autographed photo of Senator 
Joe McCarthy.

Just send $19.84 in unmarked bills to my attention at the 
office of U.S. Attorney General, and your package will be 
discretely delivered in person by an unemployed former 
mayor. If your staunchest opponents don’t eventually tire of 
your persistent disregard for the rule of law and relocate to 
another country, I’ll refund your money from the campaign 
fund of your nearest Senator.

And remember: you can’t spell the word ‘constitution’ 
without the word ‘con’!”  

  
Dan Rector
Author Extraordinaire 

TRIAL-B-GONE

Family Law Mediation Services
Erica Vasconcellos...

is available to facilitate mediation for family law cases.  Erica has successfully mediated family law 
cases and received positive reviews and feedback from both parties and their respective attorneys.  

Erica has the following qualifications:

• Settled and litigated family law for over 16 years
• Completed 40 Hour Mediation Training Course
• Has successfully negotiated some of the toughest Family Law cases 
   including high conflict parenting time
• Mediated multiple Family Law cases

Erica would be delighted to assist parties with the mediation 
process.  She can be reached at: 

719-442-6842 or erica@gregquimby



14

THE FAMILY CORNER 
INTERVIEW WITH ERZA HURWITZ

On December 20, 2019, former chair, Kelly McPherson, an-
nounced the results of the family law section chair election and 
congratulated Ezra Hurwitz.

Ezra comes to lead the family law section from the firm Knies, 
Helland & McPherson. Prior to private practice here in Colo-
rado Springs, Ezra was an Army JAG Officer, clocking in ap-
proximately 10 years of honorable service, much of it in the 
Colorado Springs area. Ezra left active duty to focus on devel-
oping his family’s roots firmly in Colorado. However, Ezra still 
serves under the Colorado National Guard as Senior Defense 
Counsel where he oversees attorneys in Colorado, Wyoming, 
and North and South Dakota.

Ezra brings personal experience and compassion to both his 
clients and the section as a veteran and an individual who has 
both been divorced and is now part of a loving blended fam-
ily.  Ezra has two stepdaughters aged 14 and 11 and a 6-year-
old son. Ezra’s wife, Sabrina, is a High School biology teacher 
and a former Colorado State Game Warden. The family enjoys 
spending time together, pursuing a number of outdoor pur-
suits and heading up to the mountains as often as they can, bas-
ing out of Salida, where they are able to enjoy a different part of 
our great mountain state.

At a local restaurant downtown, Ezra and myself joked about our love for cheese and our shared disdain for blue 
cheese as we both grimaced over our body’s shared intolerance for such indulgences. Despite the cheese, Ezra stays 
active with his marathon and triathlon trainings and skiing outings with his family. Ezra has been running since 
he was a teenager and has completed 69 marathons in 43 states! Ezra will get closer to his goal of completing a 
marathon in all 50 states when he runs this summer’s marathon in Hawaii.

Ezra Hurwitz

...
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THE FAMILY CORNER 

When asked the obligatory question of why family law, Ezra responds, “with my JAG criminal law experience I 
was able to see how issues of the individual trickled down to the family in a surprising majority of cases”. “This led 
me to approach my cases with a holistic approach that I bring to my cases today”.  Approximately a ¼ of Ezra’s case 
load consists of D&N work, this practice leads him to bring much needed insight when the worlds of D&N and 
divorce coincide or risk overlapping. 

As family law chair, Ezra hopes to highlight the importance of communication between counsel. When asked for 
his approach to effective communication Ezra stated, “everyone knows the legal community is a small commu-
nity, and our reputations precede us.  I would much prefer to be known as someone who is collaborative because 
even if we’re adversaries on a particular case that does not mean we still can’t be friends or at least professionally 
courteous to one another”.  

When asked how to address the seemingly persistent trouble of tight tensions amongst some members of the 
family bar, Ezra said, “you catch more flies with honey.”  When asked, do you think CLE’s or other activities can 
solve the communication problem, Ezra acknowledged that most CLEs/activities are attended by the same folks 
who have an appreciation for good communication, so more of those may not be the answer, but instead Ezra 
suggests reaching out to opposing counsel and setting time for a coffee or lunch both to discuss the case and to 
get to know the opposing counsel.  Ezra believes conversations between counsel, without the clients, are integral 
to an effective family law practice, as it allows both attorneys to discuss candidly without having to grandstand 
for the clients.

Ezra emphasized the power of picking up the phone and talking out concerns. Ezra is a strong believer that when 
you have strong relationships with the other side you tend to get better results for your client. That is not to say 
that the other side capitulates, rather, when counsel can work together on issues for the family, compromises can 
arise that lead to more favorable outcomes for all involved especially the family as a unit.  

interviewd by 
Raquel Hernandez
Drexler Law



16

THE PROBATE CORNER 

We’d like to first welcome everyone to the New Year!  We 
started this year with a fond farewell into retirement for our 
very own, Mr. Bruce Buell and his darling wife, Mrs. Joan 
Buell.  Bruce’s friend and business partner Steven Ezell regaled 
us with Bruce’s professional accomplishments and most 
importantly, his humanitarian acts of kindness.  Thank you, 
Bruce and Joan, for your service to your colleagues, to our 
section, and to our community.  

Our breakfast featured a presentation by Mr. Kent Waugh 
and Mr. Chad Hyllested on the ins and outs of Social Security 
Planning.  Their presentation provided insight to attendees on 
questions and inquires to be made to clients to help them best 
plan their retirement and estate in conjunction with social 
security and Medicare.    

Our next breakfast will be held February 19, 2019 at the 
Antler’s Hotel.  You may register for this breakfast, via the El 
Paso County Bar Association website, under the ‘Events’ tab.  
Use the calendar to select the month you wish to attend and 
click the link on the third Wednesday of that month.   Friendly 
reminder: to ensure there are enough seats for attendees we 
have to provide a head count the Friday before the scheduled 
event.  

Please be sure to get your registrations in by Friday, February 
14th for our next breakfast!!  We look forward to seeing 
everyone in February. 

JANUARY 2020 MEETING
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THE PARALEGAL CORNER 

If you do plaintiff / claimant personal injury work, this may be the best news you get all year.  I suggest you take a look at 
C.R.S. 10-3-1117, which went into effect 1-1-2020.  As a paralegal / non-lawyer, I won’t offer an analysis or interpretation of 
the statute itself, but let me ask you this:   What if you could easily find out the at-fault driver’s liability insurance policy limits 
for your client’s motor vehicle accident claim, without having to file a lawsuit and get it through disclosures / discovery?

Historically, insurance companies have usually refused to give this information unless they get their insured’s permission 
and/or you present a claim to them that is easily worth more than the policy limit.  Then it’s “Oh, sorry, the coverage limit is 
only x dollars.”   Often it is only $25,000, which can easily be below the value of a significant auto bodily injury claim.  Your 
client might have little to no applicable uninsured / underinsured motorist coverage too.  

Although the bad news might be that there is insufficient insurance coverage for the full value of the claim, the upside, 
especially for the personal injury paralegal usually in charge of compiling, documenting and calculating the damages related 
to the accident, is that if you know there is limited coverage to begin with relative to the likely full value of the claim, and you 
know that collecting anything from the at-fault driver beyond the available insurance is going to be risky, too burdensome, or 
just impossible,  you can plan on the most efficient and cost-effective methods to prove at least enough to get the full available 
policy limits.  

Proving every possible element of damages can be very cumbersome.  You typically want to prove all you can, within 
reasonable case expense considerations, when the coverage limit is not a factor, but when the insurance coverage and/or 
collectible assets are just not there, you can potentially save you and your client a lot of time and money by proving just 
enough damages to get the available insurance.  Then you can turn to working your magic on any liens against the case to put 
even more money in your client’s pocket.

NEW STATUTE ALERT!

Mike Patterson, ACP, CLA; Bar Liaison for Pikes Peak 
Paralegals and Paralegal for Jeff Weeks, President of the El Paso 
County Bar Association

...



THE PARALEGAL CORNER 
CLE ANNOUNCEMENT!

Magistrate Vincent Rahaman’s clerks, Shilo Raimer and Olga Kim, will be discussing the inner workings of the probate 
court on February 18, 2020, from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. in the Division W Courtroom, #W150, of the El Paso County 
Courthouse (Magistrate Rahaman may also make an appearance.)

Please join us for this special event sponsored by Pikes Peak Paralegals.  You may bring your own lunch.

Our CLE credits are only approved for paralegals, but attorneys and other staff are more than welcome to attend.

The cost for attendance is free for Pikes Peak Paralegals members, and only $5.00 for non-members. To attend, please register 
by contacting our Programs Director, Stephanie Marrero, by email at smarrero@gasperlaw.com. Please also contact her if you 
would like to present any CLE’s for Pikes Peak Paralegals. We need speakers and would love to hear from you!

mailto:smarrero%40gasperlaw.com?subject=
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07 MOCK TRIAL
The 2020 Southern Colorado High School Mock Trial will take place on 
Friday February 7th, Saturday February 8th, and Tuesday February 11th.

Start time: 2:15 PM   |  El Paso County Courthouse   |  Information

11 BAR LUNCH: PSYCHOLOGY OF CONFLICT
Speaker: Louie V. Larimer

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM  |  Antler's Hotel
Register

05 SOLO/SMALL FIRM SECTION LUNCH:
Lunch & Learn

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM  |  Jack Quinn's
Register

FEBRUARY
&bar   justice center calendar

18 IMMIGRATION SECTION: SPECIAL IMMIGRANT RELIGIOUS WORKERS
Speakers: Amber L. Blasigame & Paula McShiras

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM  |  Jack Quinn's    
Register

...

08 ASK-A-LAWYER
Volunteer attorneys will answer the public's legal questions, in person, at 
this monthly event.

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  |  The Citadel Mall   |  Volunteer Registration

https://www.elpasocountybar.org/event-3709998
https://www.elpasocountybar.org/event-3689718
https://www.elpasocountybar.org/event-3712744
https://www.elpasocountybar.org/event-3712733
https://www.elpasocountybar.org/event-3681623
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FEBRUARY
&bar   justice center calendar

19 PROBATE SECTION BREAKFAST: FEBRUARY
Topic: Arbitration Provisions in Estate Planning
Speaker: Mr. Tom Haskins

7:30 AM - 9:00 AM   |   Antler's Hotel   |   Register

20 CALL-A-LAWYER
Volunteer attorneys answer telephone calls from the public. All calls are 
anonymous and confidential. 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM    |   Volunteer Registration

22 MARIAN HOUSE LEGAL CLINIC
Volunteer attorneys from the El Paso County Bar Association will answer 
the public's legal questions in person at this monthly event.  

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM   |   Marian House   |   Volunteer Registration

28 ANNUAL COLORADO ATTORNEY REGISTRATION
To complete your 2020 registration, please click the registration link found 
on our website: Welcome to the 2020 Colorado Attorney Registration System.

See Classifides below for more information.

https://www.elpasocountybar.org/event-3598882
https://www.elpasocountybar.org/event-3681657
https://www.elpasocountybar.org/event-3681664
http://www.coloradosupremecourt.com/Current%20Lawyers/eRegistration.asp
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&CLASSIFIEDS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

To complete your 2020 registration, please click on the 2020 registration link found on our website: Welcome to the 2020 
Colorado Attorney Registration System. The deadline to complete the 2020 registration process is on or before February 
28th, 2020.
 
If you are not sure how to use our online registration system, you can wait a few weeks to receive more information from 
us in the form of a postcard.  In early December, the Colorado Supreme Court 
Office of Attorney Registration will mail Colorado attorneys a secure postcard.  
The secure postcard will include all of the information necessary to log in to our 
website and complete your 2020 registration.  If you don’t receive the postcard 
by mid-December you may either go to our website (coloradosupremecourt.
com), email or call the office of Attorney Registration.  Contact information can 
also be found below.

This year’s registration includes an online demographic survey that is 
anonymous and takes only 2 minutes to complete. You will be able to access 
it at the end of the registration process or you can complete it now by going to 
www.coloradosupremecourt.com/demographicsurvey.htm .

Reasons to pay through our online registration system: 
• Easy to Follow Step-By-Step Process
• Register Multiple Attorneys with a Single Transaction
• Change or Correct Address Information or Status

INACTIVE ATTORNEYS 65 YEARS OLD OR OLDER: You must complete the online registration statement; if you 
remain on inactive status, you will not owe any registration fees.

CLE Deadlines:
December 31st - The last day of the year is the deadline for completing CLEs for attorneys with a compliance period 
ending on December 31, 2019.  CLE credits completed by December 31, 2019, can be entered into the online system until 
January 31, 2020. 
 
Colorado Supreme Court, Office of Attorney Registration
Website: coloradosupremecourt.us
Email: attorney_registration@coloradosupremecourt.us
Phone Number: 303-928-7800 

Your Annual Colorado Attorney Registration Is Now Open

http://www.coloradosupremecourt.com/Current%20Lawyers/eRegistration.asp
http://www.coloradosupremecourt.com/Current%20Lawyers/eRegistration.asp
http://coloradosupremecourt.com
http://coloradosupremecourt.com
http://www.coloradosupremecourt.com/demographicsurvey.htm
http://coloradosupremecourt.us
mailto:attorney_registration%40coloradosupremecourt.us?subject=
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&CLASSIFIEDS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Two Modern Luxury Homes for Sale:
716 & 720 E Fontanero Streeet

What a find! Two stunning ultra modern new homes located on a beautiful tree lined street in desirable Patty Jewett 
neighborhood, 2 blocks from golf course. All hardwood flooring (except tile in 3 bathrooms and entry). Gorgeous spacious 
custom kitchen with large island & gas stove. Family rooms are adjacent to kitchen & they have a fireplace & walkout 
balcony. Quality Pella windows and doors, recessed lighting galore. 3rd level is master bedroom suite with walk in closet, 
bath, & laundry room. 600 sq ft deck off master bedroom (partially covered) with a view! Minutes from Downtown

The two houses are identical.

$ 709,900

• 3 beds
  
• 3 baths
  
• 2,896 sqft

• Listing Type: Single Family

Listing Agent Contact Information:

Andrew McGuire, Associate
Andy McGuire Team
RE/MAX Properties, Inc
Agent: 719.332.3227
Office: 719.598.4700
  

https://propertiesinc1-colorado.remax.com/real-estate-agents/coloradosprings-co-80920-andrewmcguire-id13724186.html
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&CLASSIFIEDS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Colorado Springs Municipal Court is seeking individuals interested in serving as court appointed attorney for 
qualifying defendants.  This attorney will be contracted with the City of Colorado Springs and paid at a rate of $175 per 
case with a minimum of 25 cases per month.  Applications will be screened by a committee established by the Presiding 
Judge.  The committee will make a recommendation to the entire bench.

To apply, send a cover letter expressing qualifications and a resume to:

Court Administrator
City of Colorado Springs Municipal Court

224 E. Kiowa Street
Colorado Springs, CO  80903

Applications must be received by 02/15/2020.

Colorado Springs Municipal Court - Court Appointed Attorney
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&

McDivitt Law Firm, P.C. a well-established PI firm with offices in Denver, Aurora, Colorado Springs and Pueblo, seeks 
an Associate Attorney to join our team in Pueblo. Our attorneys benefit from the many resources afforded by a culture of 
teamwork, integrity, collaboration and respect. We are committed to providing legendary representation to the injured, 
while providing a comfortable team environment filled with energetic and knowledgeable attorneys, paralegals and 
assistants.

The ideal candidate will possess 1-2 years’ experience, a strong work ethic, superior written and oral communication skills, 
and a willingness to work in a fast-paced team environment. Contact us at employment@mcdivittlaw.com or apply at 
https://mcdivittlaw.applicantpro.com/jobs/.

Associate Attorney Position

Need legal staff?

Place your job ad for free with the 
Pikes Peak Paralegals Online Job 
Bank

Accessible only to our highly 
qualified members.

Pikes Peak Paralegals has 
experienced, qualified members in 
all areas of the law.

Please send your ad by e-mail to: 
Mike Patterson, Bar Liaison for 
Pikes Peak Paralegals 
mpatterson@weeksluchetta.com. 

Pikes Peak Paralegal

CLASSIFIEDS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

4th JD District Judge Opening

The Fourth Judicial District Nominating Commission will meet Feb. 14, 2020, at the El Paso County Courthouse (270 S. 
Tejon, Colorado Springs, CO 80901) to interview and select nominees for appointment by the governor to the office of 
district judge for the Fourth Judicial District (El Paso and Teller counties). The vacancy will be created by the retirement 
of the Honorable Larry E. Schwartz. The vacancy will occur on May 2, 2020.

To be eligible, the applicant must be a qualified elector of the Fourth Judicial District at the time of investiture and 
must have been admitted to the practice of law in Colorado for five years. The current annual salary for this position is 
$173,248. The initial term of office of a district judge is a provisional term of two years; thereafter, the incumbent district 
judge, if approved by the voters, has a term of six years.

Download Announcement with Application Instructions 

Thank You for your Generous Donation 

A $500 donation has been made to The Justice Center in 
the honor of veteran Frank Kirk by his daughter, Rebecca 
Mobley.

mailto:employment%40mcdivittlaw.com?subject=
https://mcdivittlaw.applicantpro.com/jobs/
mailto:slipka%40colegalserv.org.%20%20?subject=
mailto:mpatterson%40weeksluchetta.com?subject=
https://www.elpasocountybar.org/resources/Documents/JD04%20-%20Schwartz%20vacancy%20FINAL.PDF
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P I K E S  P E A K 

L AW Y E R

SECTION ANNOUNCEMENTS   |   RELATING TO:

• Practice area news such as case announcements, 

statutory changes, judicial appointments, etc.

• Section event reviews and pictures 

• Leadership opportunities 

• Other community news 

ARTICLES   |   TOPICS OF INTEREST INCLUDE:

• Volunteer recognition for lawyer or nonprofit

• Law Practice Management

• Historical Information

• Book Reviews

• Technology Updates

ADVERTISEMENTS   | spread throughout publication

• Law Practice or Business Ads

• Save the Dates

• CLE Opportunities

• General Business Services

• Job Openings

ANNOUNCEMENTS   |  listed in announcement section

• New Attorneys or Paralegals

• Retirements

• Location Changes or Space Available 

• Congratulations 

GENERAL GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS:

• Articles must be in Microsoft Word

• Photos must be high resolution in .jpeg, .png, or .gif 

format (occasionally will accept .pdf)

• Maximum Article Length: 1500 words

• Maximum Section Update Length: 450 words

• Submissions must be received by the 15th of the 

month preceding the issue 

ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Contact Lisa Dailey at 
473-0884 or lisa@lisamdailey.com 

ADVERTISING & DEADLINE QUESTIONS: 960-
4263 or executivedirector@elpasocountybar.org

PLEASE EMAIL ALL SUBMISSIONS TO:
Lisa Dailey, Editor
Kristi Dorr Gilkes, Managing Editor
Riley Guise, Design & Publication

The Pikes Peak Lawyer 

is published digitally 12 

times per year, and has an 

audience of over 1000 attorneys 

and business professionals. 

By submitting content or 

advertisements your message can 

reach a targeted and influential 

section of El Paso County. 

P I K E S  P E A K  L A W Y E R 
S U B M I S S I O N  G U I D E L I N E S   •   2 0 1 9

C O N T E N T
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Committee Chairs 

 Alternative Dispute Resolution   Hon. Joe Cannon  955-7899

 Bench/Bar   Ed Gleason  386-3000

Fee Arbitration Steve Pelican 473-8282

Medical/Legal Richard Ranson 593-2121

Membership Ed McCord 590-9983

Military Relations Melissa Guggisberg 302-8680

Publication Lisa Dailey 473-0884

Section Chairs 

Bankruptcy Daniel Usiak 633-1960

Employment Law Nathan Whitney 475-2440

Family Law Kelly McPherson 635-8499

Immigration Law Alex McShiras 297-9171

New Lawyers Joel Pratt 473-0884

Solo/Small Firm David Margrave 227-7500

Probate Jessica Showers 520-1474

Real Estate Steve Barr 264-6955

Related Organization 

Colorado Legal Services Sarah Lipka 471-0380 x132

Court Care Diane Price 632-1754 x21

EPC Chapter of the CO Women’s 
Bar Association                                                                                                                                     

Jina Koultchitzka 799-2700

EPC Christian Legal Society Theresa Lynn 
Sidebotham

885-748-4201

EPC Bar Foundation Lisa Dailey 473-0884

Inn of Court Andrew E. Swan 694-3000

Pikes Peak Paralegals Mike Patterson 578-5600

Justice & Pro Bono Director Britt Kwan 473-9700

Restorative Justice Lynn Lee 640-1650

Teen Court Debbie English 475-7815

El Paso County Bar Association 

Executive Director                              Kristi Dorr Gilkes 473-9700

Lawyer Referral Service Crystal Rayos 636-1532

Publications and Design Riley Gould

The Pikes Peak Lawyer wants to hear from you! We encourage 
article submissions and letters to the editor. If interested, 
send your word document containing fewer than 2000 words 
to executivedirector@elpasocountybar.org with subject line, 
“PPL Submission.”

Published by the El Paso County Bar 
Association 
P.O. Box 429, Colorado Springs, CO 80901
Phone (719) 473-9700
www.elpasocountybar.org

With its extraordinary leadership and 
dedication to service, the El Paso County Bar 
Association is a bridge among its members, 
community, and justice system, providing each 
with significant value. 

Our mission: to provide legal information and 
services to our members and to promote respect 
for the law and the legal profession. 

Officers
Jeffrey Weeks, President 
Jennifer Knies, President-Elect
Elizabeth Venatta, Secretary 
Amber Blasingame, Treasurer
Greg O'Boyle, Immediate Past President 

Trustees
Alex Masterson
Erin Gardner
Raquel Hernandez
Joel Pratt

CBA Board of Governors 
Alex Masterson 
Gary Kramer 
Rabea Taylor 
Joi Kush
Melissa Guggisberg

Pikes Peak Lawyer 
Lisa Dailey, Editor 
Kristi Dorr Gilkes, Managing Editor
Riley Gould, Design Director

The Pikes Peak Lawyer is published 12 
times per year. Statements and opinions 
expressed in editorials and articles are not 
necessarily those of the El Paso County Bar 
Association. Publication of advertising does 
not imply endorsement of products, services, 
or statements made concerning them. All 
advertising is subject to the approval of the Bar 
Association which reserves the right to reject 
editorial and article copy. Any material accepted 
is subject to such revisions as necessary in the 
sole discretion of the Editor. 

4th Judicial District Access to 
Justice Chair

Sarah Lipka 471-0380 x132

Media And Communications 
Chair

Patricia Germer 
Coolidge

(719) 578-
9912
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